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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1.-3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) An image processing device operable in a plurality 
of modes of operation, comprising: 

a memory for storing pixel density data of a plurality of frames; 

a state decision controller for determining, for each frame, a state of a frame of said 
pixel density data stored in said memory; 

an operation panel for selecting operable ones [[any]] of said plurality of modes of 
operation; and 

a selection prohibiting controller for comparing the state between at least two 
frames, as determined by the state decision controller, and for automatically prohibiting 
display and selection of s e l e cting an inoperable mode of operation of said plurality of 
modes of operation through said operation panel based on the result of said comparison. 

5. (Previously Presented) An image processing device in accordance with 
claim 4, wherein said state decision controller determines a length of a frame of said pixel 
density data in a predetermined direction. 

6. (Previously Presented) An image processing device in accordance with 
claim 4, wherein said state decision controller determines a frame size of said frame of 
said pixel density data. 

7. -12. (Cancelled) 
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13. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus operable in a plurality 
of print modes, comprising: 

a memory for storing pixel density data of a plurality of frames; 
a printer for reading said pixel density data stored in said memory for each frame 
and for printing; 

a state decision controller for determining, for each frame, a state of a frame of said 
pixel density data stored in said memory; 

an operation panel for selecting operable ones [[any]] of said plurality of print 
modes; and 

a selection prohibiting controller for comparing the state between at least two 
frames, as determined by the state decision controller, and for automatically prohibiting 
display and selection of an inoperable print mode of said plurality of print modes through 
said operation panel based on the result of said comparison. 

14. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus in accordance with 
claim 13, further comprising a finisher for stapling sheets printed by said printer, wherein: 

said state decision controller determines whether said pixel density data stored in 
said memory includes pixel density data having a frame size different than a frame size of 
other pixel density data stored in said memory; and 

said selection prohibiting controller prohibits selecting a staple print mode through 
said operation panel when it is determined that said memory includes pixel density data 
having a frame size different than a frame size of other pixel density data stored in said 
memory, 

said staple print mode being provided so that said finisher provides a staple 
processing. 

15. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus in accordance with 
claim 13, wherein: 
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said state decision controller determines whether said memory stores said pixel 
memory; and 

said selection prohibiting controller prohibits selecting a two-side print mode 
through said operation panel when it is determined that said memory stores said pixel 
density data different in frame size from other said pixel density data stored in said 
memory, said two-side print mode being provided for printing said pixel density data 
stored in said memory on both sides of a sheet. 

16. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus in accordance with 
claim 13, wherein: 

said state decision controller determines whether said pixel density data stored in 
said memory all have a same frame size; and 

said selection prohibiting controller prohibits selecting an economy print mode 
through said operation panel when it is determined that said pixel density data stored in 
said memory do not all have a same frame size, said economy print mode being provided 
for printing said pixel density data of a plurality of frames on one same side of a sheet. 

17. -22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus operable in a plurality 
of print modes, comprising: 

a memory for storing a plurality of print jobs, each print job containing pixel 
density data of at least two frames; 

a print-job selector for selecting one of said plurality of print jobs stored in said 
memory; 

a state decision controller for determining, for each frame, a state of a frame of said 
pixel density data contained in said print job selected by said print -job selector; 

a printer for printing said pixel density data contained in said print job selected by 
said print-job selector; 



-5- 



Application No. 08/941,459 
Amendment dated August 3, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of April 6, 2004 

an operation panel for selecting any of said plurality of print modes; and 

" Selection prohibiting controller for Comparing the aiaic uciwecu ai. icosi iwu 

frames, as determined by the state decision controller, and for automatically prohibiting 
selecting an inoperable print mode of said plurality of print modes through said operation 
panel based on the result of said comparison. 

24. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus in accordance with 
claim 23, further comprising a finisher for stapling sheets printed by said printer; 

wherein said print job selected by said print-job selector contains pixel density data 
of a plurality of frames and said state decision controller determines whether said print job 
selected by said print-job selector contains pixel density data having a frame size different 
than a frame size of other pixel density data contained in said print job selected by said 
print-job selector; and 

wherein said selection prohibiting controller prohibits selecting a staple print mode 
through said operation panel when it is determined that said print job selected by said 
print-job selector contains pixel density data having a frame size different than a frame 
size of other pixel density data contained in said print job selected by said print -job 
selector, said staple print mode being provided so that said finisher provides a staple 
processing. 

25. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus in accordance with 
claim 23, wherein said print job selected by said print-job selector contains pixel density 
data of a plurality of frames and said state decision controller determines whether said 
print job selected by said print-job selector includes pixel density data having a frame size 
different than a frame size of other pixel density data contained in said print job selected 
by said print-job selector; and 

wherein said selection prohibiting controller prohibits selecting a two-side print 
mode through said operation panel when it is determined that said print job selected by 
said print-job selector includes pixel density data having a frame size different than a 
frame size of other pixel density data contained in said print job selected by said print-job 
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selector, said two-side print mode being provided for printing said pixel density data on 
both sides ot a sheet. 

26. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus in accordance with 
claim 23, wherein said print job selected by said print-job selector contains pixel density 
data of a plurality of frames and said state decision controller determines whether said 
pixel density data contained in said print job selected by said print-job selector all have a 
same frame size; and 

wherein said selection prohibiting controller prohibits selecting an economy print 
mode through said operation panel when it is determined that said pixel density data 
contained in said print job selected by said print-job selector do not all have a same frame 
size, said economy print mode being provided for printing said pixel density data of a 
plurality of frames on same one side of a sheet. 

27. (Previously Presented) An image processing device in accordance with 
claim 4, further comprising: 

a display for displaying an operating state of said image processing device; and 
a display controller, responsive to said selection prohibiting controller, for 

displaying on said display an operable mode of operation of said plurality of modes of 

operation. 

28. (Currently Amended) An image processing device operable in a plurality 
of modes of operation, comprising: 

a memory for storing pixel density data of a plurality of frames; 

a state decision controller for determining, for each frame, a state of a frame of said 
pixel density data stored in said memory; 

a selection prohibiting controller, responsive to said state decision controller, for 
comparing the state between at least two frames, as determined by the state decision 
controller, and for determining an inoperable mode of operation of said plurality of modes 
of operation based on the result of said comparison; and 
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an operation panel, responsive to said selection prohibiting controller, for se lecting 
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operation panel automatically prohibiting displaying and selecting said thus determined 
inoperable mode of operation. 

29. (Previously Presented) An image processing device in accordance with 
claim 28, wherein said state of said frame of said pixel density data determined by said 
state decision controller for each frame thereof is a frame size. 

30. (Previously Presented) An image processing device in accordance with 
claim 29, wherein said plurality of modes of operation include at least one of economy 
print mode, two-side print mode, and staple print mode. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 
a sensor for reading an image on an original; 

a memory for storing pixel density data read by said sensor; 
means for editing pixel density data from said pixel density data stored in said 
memory; 

an image forming portion for using edited pixel density data to print an image; 

a feeder capable of successively feeding originals having different sizes to an 
image reading position; 

means for reading mixed originals for reading a plurality of originals of different 
sizes collectively set in said feeder; 

means for determining a size of an image corresponding to said pixel density data 
of each image stored in said memory; and 

means for controlling, responsive to said means for determining, which permits 
said means for editing to edit an image when all images corresponding to said plurality of 
originals are uniform in size and otherwise prohibiting said means for editing from editing 
an image. 
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32. (Previously Presented) An image formation apparatus in accordance with 
suitable for providing two images for printing on a single side of a sheet. 

33. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 
a sensor for reading an image on an original; 

a memory for storing pixel density data read by said sensor; 
an image forming portion for using edited pixel density data stored in said memory 
to print an image; 

a stapler for stapling a plurality of sheets each bearing a formed image thereon; 

a feeder capable of successively feeding originals having different sizes to an 
image reading position; 

means for reading mixed originals for reading a plurality of originals of different 
sizes collectively set in said feeder; 

means for determining a size of an image corresponding to said pixel density data 
of each image stored in said memory; and 

means for controlling, responsive to said means for determining, which permits 
said stapler to operate when all images corresponding to said plurality of originals are 
uniform in size and otherwise prohibiting said stapler from operating. 

34. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 

a feeder capable of successively feeding originals having different sizes to an 
image reading position: 

a reader for reading a plurality of originals of different sizes collectively set in said 

feeder: 

a memory for storing pixel density data corresponding to a plurality of images; 
means for editing said pixel density data stored in said memory in a manner 
suitable for providing two images on a single side of a sheet; and 

means for controlling, which permits said means for editing to operate when all 
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said pixel density data stored in said memory are uniform in image size and otherwise 
prohibiting said mca.no for editing from operating. 

35. (Currently Amended) An image formation apparatus comprising: 
a feeder capable of successively feeding originals having different sizes to an 
image reading position; 

a reader for reading a plurality of originals of different sizes collectively set in said 

feeder; 

a memory for storing pixel density data corresponding to a plurality of images; 

a print portion for forming an image on a sheet from said pixel density data stored 
in said memory; 

a stapler for stapling a plurality of printed sheets; and 

a controller which permits said stapler to operate when all of said plurality of 
printed sheets have images formed thereon from said pixel density data stored in said 
memory which are uniform in size and otherwise prohibiting said stapler from operating. 



